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Training topic Participants will gain the 
following competences

Target group Type of 
training

How to run a Science Shop project: 
where do you start and how to 
proceed?

Transdisciplinary teaching
Collaboration

Lecturers Workshop

How to approach CSOs and collect their 
problems? 

Action skills
Situational awareness
Ethical thinking
Skills to anticipate futures

Students Lecture+
Live activity

How to transform practical problems 
into research question?

Situational awareness
Openness & Transparency
Ethical thinking
Skills to anticipate futures

Students Workshop

How to transform a problem into 
project and develop solution?

Action skills
Collaboration
Situational awareness
Skills to anticipate futures

Students Workshop

How to present the results of the 
research/project in a visual, clear and 
credible manner?

Communication
Openness & Transparency

Students Workshop

How to evaluate student team Fair and motivating 
evaluation of team work

Lecturers Seminar



A definition of a Science shop is given by Gnaiger and Martin (Gnaiger, Martin,

2001): “A science shop provides independent, participatory research support in

response to concerns experienced by civil society”.
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VTDK Science Shop project shall have these features:

✓ It reflects public interest – the raised issue is relevant to society 

(local community or larger group of the society);

✓ It is necessary to conduct research during the project. 

Professional service or consultation do not serve as objects for 

a Science Shop. 

✓ Project is implemented free of charge (when required, certain 

research costs incurred while implementing the project, can be 

covered by the stakeholder, e.g. travel expenses, printing 

costs, etc.) 





Topic The purpose of the project and the impact on society
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Transform the problematic issue 
into a research question

Supervise the students

Conduct the research/ 
Implements the project

Presents the results to the 
clients

Build community of practice for 
lecturers

Creates a register of the problems

Identifies the researchers’ team 
able to solve the issue. 
Organizes awards for the best 
projects     

Raises the issue

Consults students 
regarding specific aspects 
of the raised issue.

CSO
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LecturersStudents





✓

✓

✓

✓








